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Somerset Parent Carer Forum
Weekly update

This week has been busy with lots of meetings
locally, 3 regional meetings and 5 of our
representatives attending the national NNPCF
conference. We have present evidence about
local experiences and worked to help develop
some new resources to help support the
understanding of Joint commissioning.

NATIONAL NETWORK OF PARENT CARER FORUMS ANNUAL CONFERENCE
The conference was a great opportunity for us to hear from other forum
about the work they are doing and how they are working with various
agencies to try to improve outcomes for
children and young people with SEND. It was
also good to see how the law can be used to
challenge including the need to listen to the
views of children, young people and their
families.
We also had the opportunity to attend
workshops on SEND funding, Co-production,
Transforming Care, Preparation for Adulthood
and the work of NASEN on whole school
SEND.

School
Information
Packs

In March 2018
information packs
were sent out to all
schools in Somerset
to help each setting
understand the
various roles under
the SEND code of
practice and support
that is available to
them locally to support
them in fulfilling their
roles.
This week the pack
was updated to
include:
• guidance on the use

of part time
timetables

• guidance on

SOMERSET GUIDANCE FOR INITIATING A STATUTORY EHC NEEDS ASSESSMENT FOR CHILDREN
AND YOUNG PEOPLE AGED 0-25
As you are aware we have raised concerns about elements of the document and this
was placed under review. We met with the SEND team this week and it has been
agreed this will be removed and new guidance will be issued. This will include useful
information on evidence that can be include (something parents have asked for) and
clear timeline. All the information will be solidly based on the SEND code of practice
We will update you when this is ready and hope that this will help clarify some of the
local miss conceptions.

NHS ENGLAND TIER 4 MENTAL HEALTH MEETING
Somerset Parent Carer Forum representatives attended the Children and Young People
Mental health event which focused on tier 4 CAMHS procedures. The forum was able
to present case studies of how this has been experienced by local families and we
thank them for working with us to evidence how hard this can be. We are now
arranging for these families to meet with local commissioners to look into this further.

1

meeting the
requirements of the
Equality Act which
was updated in
September.

• A briefing for

Somerset schools
on the use of
exclusions of pupils
with SEND. This
reflected on the
recent legal case
regarding the
exclusion of a child
with autism

We are pleased that
vital issues are
starting to be
addressed and we are
keen to see how this
starts to impact on
local provision.

