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Background
� The Written Statement of Action (WSoA) set the intention to increase opportunities for children, 

young people and families to share their experiences with a view to these informing and influencing 
local area strategies. 

� The Summer Speak Up Series (SSUS) was developed as a way to build the capacity of young people 
with SEND from across Somerset so that they could engage in these opportunities.

The Series ran across two separate weeks in August:
� Week 1: August 9th-13th 
� Week 2: August 22nd-26th. 

Each day was planned to include:
� a one-hour training/skills session
� an adventure activity
� shared lunch.
� evaluation

We used venues across the county to ensure that young people with SEND across Somerset could get 
involved if they wanted to. 



Responsive 
changes 

The delivery model needed rapid adaptation in response 
to feedback, observations and emerging issues.

Simplification
� Full range of needs needed to be covered at each 

session

� Sessions were adjusted, and tools were simplified e.g. 
we adapted the public speaking session to focus on 
talking to people about things that are important to 
you, using a simple tool to prompt communication.

Differentiation
� Diversification of tools and activities

� Some attended one session and other multiple

� Engage and cater for a broad range of cognitive 
abilities and interests



Challenges
� 2ULJLQDO�PRGHO�GLGQ«W�DGHTXDWHO\�FDWHU�WR�DOO�

FKLOGUHQ«V�DELOLWLHV�

� Rapid adaptation and iterative model always 
raises challenges.

� Finding accessible venues across Somerset. 
� Some of the spaces were acoustically 

challenging for those with sensory issues 
� Venues that had claimed full accessibility on 

booking turned out to be inaccessible for 
wheelchair users on arrival. 



Observations and learning
� The groups responded well to having learning activity options:

¾Drawing allowed for expression and ability to use to help 
respond to questions

¾ ªWidgit«�JDPH�WRROV��FUHDWHG�D�VHQVH�RI�IDPLOLDULW\
¾ Talking without props unpopular as lacked support for conversations

� Despite a willingness to be inclusive, we found that there was a lack of true 
understand of what would be needed to meet need and make venues accessible.

� 6WDII�DW�YHQXHV�RIWHQ�GLGQ«W�KDYH�WKH�VNLOOV�WR�FRPPXQLFDWH�DFWLYLWLHV�LQ�FOHDU��VWHS-
by-step ways that would have made more sense to some young people. 

� Young people with a range of cognitive limitations were able to engage but have 
limited opportunities to influence decision making due to a gap in service 
provision to support their participation



Feedback
� My daughter loved it and engaged with 

others which was great to see
� We would like to say a huge thank you. 

We are really proud of X, he also does 
not normally eat in front of people, and 
I was so pleased he had lunch with 
everyone else. So pleased he felt 
comfortable. 

� A parent related the concern that their 
son might not be able to engage in 
sessions due to his cognitive limitations. 
They were visibly overwhelmed on 
finding that he not only engaged but 
identified issues that were important to 
him and was able to explain why they 
were important and what he needed 
people to do to support him.

� Parents felt that providing their young 
peoples with an activity reward showed 
their views were valued and they 
welcomed this approach.

Video made by our young people at Frome Festival can be 
accessed here.

https://vimeo.com/593824148/777f65a22f?fbclid=IwAR1XzchErt4Ia1Mz3Jf__VdhUBlqHYgOofZcf90hB2dP6H3rVzQTMxPoUNg


Recommendations/things to consider
1. A future listening event is dedicated to understanding the current activities offered to 

young people and how these support the development of communication and life skills. 

2. There is a willingness from activity venues to be inclusive. Explore options of how we can 
upskill staff to ensure they understand physical access needs and how to simply 
language to support the engagement of young people. 

3. Celebrate and promote services that are inclusive and/or working to change practice. 
This could be an audit and quality mark scheme

4. Commission a version of the Unstoppables for a younger age group. 

5. Learning added to the participation toolkit including exemplar Widgit tools. There is also 
scope for either the learning support teachers or special schools to be commissioned to 
work with the participation team to create additional resources and guidance on 
differentiation for those with SEND.


